Legislative Watch by Vogel, Ryan
Human Rights Brief
Volume 13 | Issue 3 Article 17
2006
Legislative Watch
Ryan Vogel
American University Washington College of Law
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief
Part of the Human Rights Law Commons, and the Legislation Commons
This Column is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington College of Law Journals & Law Reviews at Digital Commons @ American
University Washington College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Human Rights Brief by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons
@ American University Washington College of Law. For more information, please contact fbrown@wcl.american.edu.
Recommended Citation
Vogel, Ryan. "Legislative Watch." Human Rights Brief 13, no. 3 (2006): 69, 73.
The Human Rights Brief’s Legislative
Watch reports on key U.S. legislation
relevant to human rights and humani-
tarian law. This list is not meant to be
comprehensive.
S.RES.366, A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING
THE IMPORTANCE OF INCREASED INTER-
NATIONAL ACTION AND A NATIONAL WEEK
OF PRAYER FOR THE UGANDAN VICTIMS
OF JOSEPH KONY’S LORD’S RESISTANCE
ARMY, AND EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF
THE SENATE THAT SUDAN, UGANDA, AND
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY BRING
JUSTICE AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
TO NORTHERN UGANDA AND THAT FEB-
RUARY 2 THROUGH 9, 2006 SHOULD BE
DESIGNATED AS A NATIONAL WEEK OF
PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR THE PEO-
PLE OF UGANDA
Sponsor: Senator James Inhofe (R – OK),
43 Co-sponsors
Status: Passed by Unanimous Consent in
the Senate, without amendment, on
February 26, 2006.
Substance: Senator Inhofe introduced this
latest resolution regarding the human rights
violations occurring in Uganda at the Hands
of Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA). It quickly gathered the support of
co-sponsors and passed without opposition.
The resolution expresses the sentiment of
the United States Senate and urges the
Sudanese government to continue to act
against the LRA and assist Uganda in ending
atrocities committed by the group. It also
urges the Ugandan government to use all
available resources to end LRA actions and
prosecute its members. The Senate resolu-
tion calls on the United States and the inter-
national community to recognize the LRA
atrocities and provide humanitarian aid. The
resolution also designated February 2 –
February 9, 2006, as a National Week of
Prayer and Reflection for the people of
Northern Uganda.
S.RES.383, A RESOLUTION CALLING ON
THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE IMMEDIATE
STEPS TO HELP IMPROVE THE SECURITY
SITUATION IN DARFUR, SUDAN, WITH AN
EMPHASIS ON CIVILIAN PROTECTION
Sponsor: Senator Joseph Biden (D – DE),
19 Co-sponsors 
Status: Agreed to by Unanimous Consent by
the Senate, without amendment, on March
2, 2006. The resolution was introduced on
February 17, 2006, and discharged with
unanimous approval by the Foreign
Relations Committee on March 2, 2006.
Substance: The latest in a long line of pro-
posed and passed legislation regarding the
crisis in Darfur, Sudan, this resolution con-
tinues to express the strong sentiment of the
United States Senate that action be taken to
halt the atrocities in Darfur and enforce
agreements aimed at restoring peace in the
region. The resolution outlines a number of
steps that Sudan, the United States, the
African Union, and the international com-
munity should take in pursuit of these goals.
Noting the horrific conditions and cir-
cumstances in Darfur and recognizing that
agreements are not being met by the
Sudanese regime, the resolution begins by
strongly condemning the continued attacks
on civilians in Darfur by the Sudanese gov-
ernment and sponsored militias, as well as
the continued violation of ceasefire agree-
ments. It commends the African Union
Mission in Sudan (AMIS) for its actions in
monitoring the N’Djamena Ceasefire
Agreement in Darfur and for its role in
diminishing some of the violence in the
region, while also acknowledging the diffi-
cult role the AMIS has been handed in the
conflict. The resolution calls upon all parties
to the N’Djamena Ceasefire to abide by the
terms of the agreement and to engage in
good-faith negotiations to end the conflict.
Turning to the international community,
the resolution calls on the African Union to
request assistance from the United Nations
and NATO to strengthen its capacity to
deter violence and instability until a peace-
keeping force is fully deployed in Darfur. It
also calls upon the United Nations Security
Council to approve as soon as possible an
adequate peacekeeping force for Darfur that
is well trained and equipped. 
Finally, the resolution urges President
Bush to take immediate steps to help
improve the security situation, including
proposing a NATO-enforced no-fly zone in
Darfur, deploying troops to support AMIS
until a United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion becomes operational, and requesting
supplemental funding to support a NATO
mission in Darfur. The resolution calls upon
NATO allies, led by the United States, to
support such a mission.
S. 333/ H.R. 282, IRAN FREEDOM
SUPPORT ACT
Senate Sponsor: Senator Rick Santorum 
(R – PA), 46 Co-sponsors
House Sponsor: Representative Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen (R – FL), 342 Co-sponsors
Senate Status: Referred to Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations on February 9, 2005.
House Status: Referred to House Committee
on International Relations on April 13, 2005.
Substance: The purpose of these parallel
bills is to hold the current regime in Iran
accountable for its threatening behavior and
to assert, as the sentiment of Congress, sup-
port for transition to democracy in Iran. 
This bill states that sanctions, controls,
and regulations relating to weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) in Iran shall remain in
effect until the President of the United States
certifies that Iran has completely dismantled
its WMD programs and agreed to non-pro-
liferation accords.
The bill amends the Iran and Libya
Sanctions Act of 1996 by eliminating and
weakening many of the actions against Libya
while strengthening and adding to the sanc-
tions and retaliatory actions against Iran in
the event they continue with a nuclear
weapons program.
Most notably, the bill authorizes the
President to provide financial and political
assistance to eligible foreign and domestic
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ing those responsible. As the case of
Argentina demonstrates, justice must follow
the truth for both to be achieved.
In the end there is no clear answer to
this question, and it is no doubt the case
that the debate between peace and justice
will continue for some time. As part of this
conversation, Solla’s book provides an artic-
ulate and valuable synthesis of one of this
century’s most atrocious forms of state-
sponsored abuse. 
STEPHEN P. MARKS (ED.), HEALTH AND
HUMAN RIGHTS: BASIC INTERNATIONAL
DOCUMENTS (CAMBRIDGE AND LON-
DON: HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS,
2004, 318 PP., PBK.).
Since 1993 the François Xavier Bagnoud
Center for Health and Human Rights (FXB
Center) of the Harvard School of Public
Health has been dedicated to exploring the
crucial relationship between health and
human rights. The recognition of the inex-
tricable link between the promotion and
protection of both health and human rights
has led to the development of innovative
public health programs and the expansion of
the normative role of international human
rights instruments in promoting access to
health care.
In an attempt to increase the accessibili-
ty of health and human rights-related texts
to practitioners, scholars, and advocates,
Stephen P. Marks, Director of the FXB
Center, has compiled Health and Human
Rights: Basic International Documents, a col-
lection of leading documents in the area of
health, human rights, and professional
ethics. The volume represents the first in a
Harvard Series on Health and Human
Rights and is similar to other compilations
published by Columbia University’s Center
for the Study of Human Rights. The publi-
cation provides a manageable and trans-
portable copy of relevant documents relat-
ing to health and human rights, nearly all of
which are also available electronically. 
The compilation is divided into eight
parts. Part I concerns health as it relates to
medical professionals, including bioethics,
research and experimentation, treatment of
prisoners, and the rights of patients. Part II
highlights the right to health within United
Nations (UN) and regional human rights
instruments. Part III presents documents
that relate to physical integrity and the right
to life free from torture, while Part IV
addresses other key aspects of health, such as
the right to adequate food, housing, educa-
tion, and a general standard of living. The
remaining four parts focus on human rights
texts emanating from areas where standards
have been established that directly impact
health. These areas include vulnerable popula-
tions, such as women, children, the disabled,
the elderly, and displaced persons; relevant
health policy, such as infectious diseases, intel-
lectual property, and occupational health and
safety; biotechnology; and environmental pro-
tection. As Marks notes, these areas were
selected “not [to] reflect a theoretical articula-
tion of the relationship between health and
human rights but rather [to] practical[ly] enu-
merate … the areas where the most relevant
standard setting has occurred.” 
Perhaps one of the collection’s greatest
strengths is the complete reference informa-
tion that is listed alongside each document,
including the web address for a link to the
full text. In this manner the book serves as
an excellent first-stop reference by including
the most relevant language pertaining to
health while guiding the reader to the full
text and context of the instrument. This for-
mat also enables a relatively slim volume to
contain a range of different international
documents and agreements related to an
array of health-related topics, which makes
it a valuable reference companion for many
health and human rights practitioners and
professionals in a range of specialty areas. 
Although there are a few excerpts from
regional human rights bodies, the volume is
overwhelmingly dedicated to the publica-
tions and declarations of the UN. This is
due in part to international law’s own limi-
tations in advocating for health rights.
Health and Human Rights nevertheless does
not represent a tool for broadening the scope
of protection afforded by human rights.
Rather, the collection provides a solid and
basic introduction to the past 60 years of
UN human rights development in the area
of health. Additionally, the volume does not
indicate which countries are parties or signa-
tories to the UN documents presented, so
that additional research may be required
depending upon the needs of the reader.
Despite these few limitations, Health and
Human Rights succeeds in presenting health
and human rights professionals with an ac-
cessible and basic first volume of key inter-
national human rights documents. As the
field of health and human rights continues
to expand and develop, the Harvard Series
will certainly find its place within the refer-
ence library of practitioners, academics, and
advocates alike. 
Of additional interest to future readers of
this collection is the FXB Center’s interna-
tional journal, Health and Human Rights.
The most recent volume of this journal fo-
cuses on emerging international issues in
HIV/AIDS. For subscription information
on the journal and for further information
on the collection, contact the FXB Center at
fxbcenter@igc.apc.org or at www.hsph.har-
vard.edu/fxbcenter/. HRB
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individuals and groups that support democra-
cy in Iran and that are opposed to the current
regime. It also recommends that the President
appoint a special assistant for Iranian matters,
expand contact with democratic Iranian
opposition groups, and designate at least one
eligible democratic opposition organization to
further the goals of the Act.
Both bills declare that U.S. policy should
support Iranian self-determination over
their form of government, as well as an
internationally monitored referendum. The
House bill goes a little further in affirming
official U.S. declarations of support for
democratic transition in Iran by denying
access for Iranian officials to U.S. govern-
ment buildings. HRB
Ryan Vogel, a J.D. candidate at Washington College of
Law, covers Legislative Watch for the Human Rights
Brief.
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